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This deliverable is part of a project that has received funding from the SESAR Joint Undertaking under 
grant agreement No 783287 under European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation 
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Abstract 

This report describes the eighth edition of the SESAR Innovation Days, which took place in Salzburg, 
Austria between 3rd and 7th December 2018. 
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Executive summary 

 

The eighth edition of the SESAR Innovation Days took place between 3rd and 7th December 2018 in 
Salzburg, Austria. The year 2018 marked the first year in which Engage took responsibility of the 
programmatic, i.e. scientific content of the conference, tightly collaborating with the SJU as main 
sponsor. 

More than 300 participants attended the SIDs which featured technical presentations, plenary talks, 
panel discussions and numerous networking activities. 
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1 Introduction 

1.1 Engage support for the SESAR Innovation Days 

Engage is the SESAR Knowledge Transfer Network (KTN), established to promote and facilitate the 
development of air traffic management research in Europe. The organisation of the SESAR Innovation 
Days receives support and expertise from Engage consortium members (led by EUROCONTROL), from 
initial planning through to post-conference activities. 

1.2 Objectives of this document 

This document describes the 2018 edition of the SESAR Innovation Days. 

1.3 Scope of D2.8 

The following sections describe the: 

• Programme Committee; 

• Call for Contributions; 

• Paper selection process; 

• Conference programme; 

• Website; and 

• Results of a participant satisfaction survey. 
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2 Programme Committee 

The Programme Committee is composed of selected researchers from academia and industry; its main 
tasks are the review of paper and poster submissions leading to decisions about acceptance and 
rejection of all submissions. The Programme Committee was supported in the review process by the 
SESAR Scientific Committee and comprised the following members: 

General Chair: David Bowen – SESAR JU 

Programme Chair: Dirk Schaefer – EUROCONTROL 

Local Organisation Chair: Carl-Herbert Rokitansky – University of Salzburg 

 

Programme Committee: 

Rosa Arnaldo – Universidad Politécnica de Madrid 

Léa Bodossian – Airport Regions Conference 

Marc Bourgois – EUROCONTROL 

Lorenzo Castelli – University of Trieste 

Andrew Cook – University of Westminster 

Francesca De Crescenzio – University of Bologna 

Daniel Delahaye – ENAC 

Peter Hecker – TU Braunschweig 

Jacco Hoekstra – TU Delft 

Gokhan Inalhan – ITU Istanbul 

Christopher Johnson – University of Glasgow 

Radosav Jovanovic – University of Belgrade 

Dirk Kuegler – DLR 

Bruno Lamiscarre – ONERA 

Javier Lopez – Boeing R&T Europe 

Guglielmo Lulli – Lancaster University 

Alexander Martin – FAU Erlangen 

Max Mulder – TU Delft 
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Eric Nantier – Swiss 

David Perez – Innaxis 

Hans Plets – Belgocontrol 

Simone Pozzi – Deep Blue 

Jose Javier Ramasco – IFISC 

Damián Rivas – University of Seville 

Sander Roosendaal – Honeywell Aerospace 

Francisco Javier Saez – Cranfield University 

Georg Trausmuth – Frequentis 

 

Additional Reviewers from the SESAR Scientific Committee: 

Juan Besada – Universidad Politécnica de Madrid 

Henk Blom – NLR 

Tatjana Bolic – University of Trieste 

Rita Markovits-Somogyi – Hungarocontrol 

Patrizia Marti – University of Siena 

Vojin Tosic – University of Belgrade 
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3 Call for Contributions 

The Call for Contributions was published in early May soliciting paper and poster submissions; 
submissions through SESAR ER and IR projects were encouraged but the Call was by no means limited 
to SESAR projects but open to all relevant ATM research. 

The Call was published via the SIDs website [2], and announced through emails, SESAR Newsletters 
and the Engage website [3]. 

The Call for Contributions is depicted below: 
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4 Paper selection process 

Two types of submissions were solicited: full paper submissions (up to eight pages) and poster 
abstracts (up to two pages). In order to raise the profile of posters it was decided that a poster abstract 
should be made available for download on the website together with the accepted full papers. A paper 
template based on IEEE conference style was made available for full papers and poster abstracts alike. 

Papers and poster abstracts had to be submitted via a dedicated page on the EasyChair conference 
management website (a professional license was therefore purchased). The paper template was 
available for download on the EasyChair page in both Word and LaTex format. Papers had to be 
submitted in pdf format. 

A total of 57 full papers and 33 posters were submitted and reviewed by the Programme Committee 
(including reviewers from the SESAR Scientific Committee). EasyChair’s paper bidding function was 
used which allowed all reviewers to specify which papers they would prefer to review, or not if a 
conflict of interest, e.g. in cases in which they authored or co-authored a paper. The review assignment 
was done by the Programme Chair respecting the preferences as much as possible. 

The review was based on the following criteria: 

• Overall evaluation; 

• Innovativeness; 

• Technical quality; 

• References. 

The overall evaluation was based on a score (strong reject; reject; weak reject; borderline paper; weak 
accept; accept; strong accept) as well as a free text field. The review comments provided in this field 
were sent to the authors with the notification email. Reviewers were instructed to provide detailed 
and constructive feedback. 

Another free text field allowed committee members to provide confidential remarks for other 
Programme Committee members – comments provided here were not sent to authors. 

Each paper was reviewed by three reviewers who entered their reviews via EasyChair. In cases where 
reviews came to different conclusions a dialogue between the three reviewers was initiated by the 
Programme Chair. In most cases this led to a consensus between the reviewers; in the few cases where 
this was not possible, as decision was taken based on the review comments. 

Notification emails were sent to inform authors whether their paper or poster as accepted or rejected. 
A total of 34 papers and 28 posters were accepted; this corresponds to an acceptance rate of 60% for 
full papers which is satisfactory and in line with previous SIDs. 
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5 Conference programme 

All 34 papers were assigned to thematic tracks and integrated as sessions of 2-3 paper presentations 
into the conference programme. Whilst keynotes, plenary talks and discussion panels took place in 
plenary sessions, i.e. were attended by the entire audience, technical sessions were conducted in 
parallel sessions. The conference took place at the Salzburg Congress Centre. 

The conference started with the inauguration of the poster exhibition on Monday. Three workshops 
were organised in association with the SIDs; these were not part of the official programme but co-
located seeking synergies with the main conference. GATEMAN and EMPHASIS workshops took place 
the Salzburg University whilst the ASDA seminar took place at the Congress Centre (more information 
about the ASDA seminar can be found on www.asda.aero). 

 

 

  

http://www.asda.aero/
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Posters were installed in the foyer on the first floor, adjacent to the two halls where the plenary talks 
as well as the technical sessions took place. Coffee and lunch was also served in this area so as to 
encourage conference participants to visit the posters and exhibits. 

The official opening of the SIDs took place on Tuesday 4th December followed by a number of plenary 
talks. The first two parallel sessions took place before the morning coffee; all technical sessions were 
led by a session chair, in most cases a member of the SIDs Programme Committee or the SESAR 
Scientific Committee. The technical sessions on Tuesday included a poster teaser session in which 
poster presenters were given the opportunity to briefly explain the topic of their poster in order to 
stimulate curiosity and encourage visits to the posters. 
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The afternoon was kicked off with technical sessions, a first plenary took place after the afternoon 
coffee and was followed by a poster and exhibits cocktail. 
 

 
 
Day 2 started with a plenary session followed by the second panel and a ‘Musical Interlude’ – a 
tradition established at the 2013 edition of the SIDs in Stockholm. Two parallel technical sessions took 
place before lunch. 
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The afternoon started with technical sessions. 

 

 
 

The networking dinner took place at the ‘Red Bull Hangar’ (Hangar 7) at Salzburg Airport. 
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The programme for Thursday morning incorporated four technical paper sessions, two before morning 
coffee two thereafter. 

 

 
 

The programme for Thursday morning incorporated four technical paper sessions, two before morning 
coffee two thereafter. The third discussion panel took place after lunch. It was followed by the closing 
session, which included the Young Scientist Award ceremony and the announcement of SIDs 2019. 
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Three technical tours to Austrian aerospace stakeholders organised by the SJU and Salzburg University 
were offered to the conference participants upon registration. 
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6 Website 

The following URL was communicated as the official SESAR Innovation Days website: 
www.sesarinnovationdays.eu. This URL redirected visitors to a dedicated page on the SJU website. 

All relevant information including Call for papers, submission instructions, logistical information and, 
at a later stage, programme and conference registration were available via the SIDs website. All papers 
are available for download from the website [2], together with the presentations. 

The website [2] maintains an archive of all papers and presentations at the SIDs since 2011. 

 

 
Figure 1. Website archive of papers and presentations 

http://www.sesarinnovationdays.eu/


EDITION 01.01.00 

 

A dedicated smart phone application (provided by Whova) was also available which included relevant 
information and allowed users to comment and engage in dialogue. 

 

 
Figure 2. Conference smart phone application available from Whova 

 

22 
 

© – 2019 – University of Westminster, Innaxis, Università degli studi di Trieste, 
Univerzitet u Beogradu, Technische Universiteit Delft, Frequentis AG, 
EUROCONTROL, European Aviation Safety Agency. All rights reserved. Licensed to 
the SESAR Joint Undertaking under conditions. 

 

 
 



D2.8 SESAR INNOVATION DAYS 2018 REPORT 

 
  

 

 

 

© – 2019 – University of Westminster, Innaxis, Università degli studi di 
Trieste, Univerzitet u Beogradu, Technische Universiteit Delft, Frequentis AG, 

EUROCONTROL, European Aviation Safety Agency. All rights reserved. 
Licensed to the SESAR Joint Undertaking under conditions. 

23 
 

 
 

7 Participant satisfaction survey 

Participants were requested to provide feedback about the 2018 SESAR Innovation Days through an 
on-line questionnaire. For sake of comparability the questionnaire used in previous years was used 
which encompassed questions in four categories: 

• Before the SIDs; 

• Content; 

• Logistics; 

• Benefits. 

 

In addition to providing their agreement to each question on a four-point Lickert scale (strongly 
disagree, disagree, agree, strongly agree) a free-text field was provided in each category for 
explanations and further comments. 

Responses from a total of 37 participants were received; the results are provided below compared to 
the results from previous years. 
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Figure 3. Question: before the SIDs 

 

The following comments were received in this category: 

• Great event. 

• I think that the information about the format size of the presentation should have been sent 
to everyone before the conference in order to not have a problem with slides on the day of 
presentation. 

• Everything was perfectly well organised. 

• The agenda was known too little in advance and the information to submit a paper was spread 
among too many pages (e.g., the template was difficult to find). 

• Difficult to use the hotel booking if you wanted to stay until Friday. 

 

I received
information in a
timely manner

Quantity of
information was

appropriate

The web site
worked well

The SESAR
Application was

useful

The information
provided made it
easy to organise

my trip
2011 87.5% 91.7% 96.0% 83.3%
2012 86.7% 90.0% 96.6% 96.6%
2013 94.3% 94.3% 100.0% 100.0%
2014 94.8% 99.0% 98.9% 95.7%
2015 89.5% 94.7% 100.0% 89.5%
2016 98.4% 100.0% 98.4% 90.0% 96.7%
2017 97.1% 97.1% 100.0% 87.5% 97.1%
2018 100.0% 94.6% 97.3% 85.7% 97.3%

60.0%
65.0%
70.0%
75.0%
80.0%
85.0%
90.0%
95.0%

100.0%

Before the SIDs
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Figure 4. Question: conference content 

 

The following comments were received in this category: 

• The two first plenaries did not provide any significant comments or information, too polite and 
low innovative. 

• I did not attend the first two plenary sessions or the poster session, but there is not a “did not 
attend” option. 

• Disagree [discussion panel] session 3 -not the session in itself but the approach to the topic - 
unfortunately no option to say “no opinion”... 

Papers were
generally of a high

standard

Subject matter was
innovative

Presentations were
generally of a high

standard

Sessions were well
run (timing, Q&A)

2011 82.6% 79.2% 80.0% 84.0%
2012 96.3% 92.6% 86.2% 96.7%
2013 100.0% 88.6% 85.3% 82.9%
2014 89.6% 91.7% 88.5% 77.1%
2015 94.4% 88.9% 94.4% 77.8%
2016 93.5% 88.5% 87.1% 95.1%
2017 88.2% 94.1% 90.9% 94.1%
2018 91.9% 94.4% 91.9% 100.0%

60.0%
65.0%
70.0%
75.0%
80.0%
85.0%
90.0%
95.0%

100.0%

Content
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Figure 5. Question: venue logistics 

 

The following comments were received in this category: 

• The networking dinner was scarce and many people left it hungry. 

• Location for networking event was great, but food/catering was not at the same level: small 
portions, quite international-like food (i.e. no local speciality). 

• The SESAR application had, in my opinion, too many superfluous and distracting things, which 
decrease the overall efficiency of the app (Leaderboard, collecting points for “networking 
activities”, really?). Reminiscing a bit of Black mirror (TV show). 

• Rooms where too hot. 

• The catering of the last day (sandwiches) was not appropriate. The dinner at Hangar 7 was 
simply non-existing, disappointing. 

• There was not a “SESAR Application” as before, but the “whova” app instead, which I suspect 
is “hoovering up” our data and I would have preferred not to use! 

• The dinner at Hangar7 was very poor in terms of quantity. 

 

The auditorium
was comfortable

(size,
temperature,

visibility)

The catering was
of good quality

The
registration/info

rmation desk
was helpful

I appreciated the
networking

event

I appreciated the
poster sessions

2011 69.6% 68.0% 100.0%
2012 90.0% 88.9% 100.0%
2013 94.3% 97.1% 94.3%
2014 77.1% 98.9% 99.0%
2015 94.4% 88.9% 94.4% 100.0% 82.4%
2016 93.5% 96.8% 100.0% 96.2% 96.7%
2017 85.3% 91.2% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
2018 91.7% 86.1% 100.0% 81.5% 84.8%

60.0%
65.0%
70.0%
75.0%
80.0%
85.0%
90.0%
95.0%

100.0%

Logistics
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Figure 6. Question: benefits of attendance 

 

The following comments were received in this category: 

• Political dimension was much larger than expected (but I attended only on Monday evening 
and Tuesday). 

• SIDS are quite a closed-world kind of event and it is sort of self referential, meaning that it 
gathers mainly contributions from SESAR projects: but innovation is NOT happening within 
SESAR only. IMHO SJU should look for/attract contributions from the general aviation research 
community, otherwise SIDS/SESAR projects look like just subsidy. 

• No really, the overall quality of the papers is not that great... (though few were very nice!). 

• Synchronize the parallel sessions to facilitate switching rooms (there is for example a good tool 
from MPI: http://cosesy.mpi-inf.mpg.de). 

 

I learnt about
several

interesting
projects

There was
sufficient

opportunity for
networking

I met new
people with
whom I may

collaborate in
the future

This SIDs have a
role in ATM
innovation

Overall, it was
worth the trip

2011 100.0% 92.0% 100.0% 95.8% 100.0%
2012 96.6% 96.7% 96.7% 93.1% 100.0%
2013 100.0% 97.1% 94.3% 97.1% 100.0%
2014 97.9% 93.7% 95.8% 97.9% 100.0%
2015 100.0% 100.0% 94.4% 94.1% 100.0%
2016 95.1% 95.2% 90.3% 100.0% 100.0%
2017 97.1% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
2018 94.4% 100.0% 100.0% 97.2% 100.0%

60.0%
65.0%
70.0%
75.0%
80.0%
85.0%
90.0%
95.0%

100.0%

Benefits

http://cosesy.mpi-inf.mpg.de/
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8 Lessons Learned 

“The event was a huge success, bringing together more than 300 participants, showcasing 34 research 
papers and 30 exhibition posters.” (SESAR JU e-News on 12th December 2018) 

 

The satisfaction of SIDs participants provides one angle on what went well and what could be improved 
and this view is presented in the previous section. In addition, the SIDs team reflects about lessons 
learned and has come to the conclusions presented in the following sub-sections. 

 

8.1 Industry involvement was successful 

The 2018 edition of the SIDs has been quite successful in ensuring involvement and presence of 
representatives of industry and the European Commission, largely thanks to the SESAR JU and the 
Engage network. In many cases dialogue between industry representatives and researchers has led to 
very tangible, beneficial outcomes. Future editions of the SIDs should maintain this balance, yet 
maintaining and emphasising the character of the SIDs as a predominantly scientific event. A greater 
involvement of the mainstream SESAR projects would appear desirable; inviting IR project 
coordinators to the SIDs would seem a worthwhile step in this direction. 

The presence of the Executive Director of the SESAR JU went a long way in demonstrating the 
importance the SJU ascribes to the event. 

 

8.2 The SIDs are a scientific event 

The SIDs are foremost a scientific conference and attendance is largely composed of researchers. What 
attracts them to the SIDs are (a) the opportunity to expose their own research results and learn about 
other research; (b) opportunities for dialogue ideally leading to shared proposals with like-minded 
researchers; and (c) learning about funding opportunities. Perhaps a bit of fun, too. 

In its present form the SIDs seem to cater for these expectations and we must be careful to continue 
to do so; this includes a high scientific standard of the conference, visibility of the research publications 
(ISSN, SCOPUS, etc.) and a quality peer-review process. 

In order to further strengthen the visibility of scientific contributions to the SIDs a Special Issue in a 
scientific journal should be considered – similar to the 2014 SIDs which led to a special issue in 
Elsevier’s Journal of Air Transport Management (JATM). 

 

28 
 

© – 2019 – University of Westminster, Innaxis, Università degli studi di Trieste, 
Univerzitet u Beogradu, Technische Universiteit Delft, Frequentis AG, 
EUROCONTROL, European Aviation Safety Agency. All rights reserved. Licensed to 
the SESAR Joint Undertaking under conditions. 

 

 
 



D2.8 SESAR INNOVATION DAYS 2018 REPORT 

 
  

 

 

 

© – 2019 – University of Westminster, Innaxis, Università degli studi di 
Trieste, Univerzitet u Beogradu, Technische Universiteit Delft, Frequentis AG, 

EUROCONTROL, European Aviation Safety Agency. All rights reserved. 
Licensed to the SESAR Joint Undertaking under conditions. 

29 
 

 
 

8.3 Peer-review process works well 

The SIDs has established a triple peer-review process (many journals rely on double-review only) 
through a Programme Committee (PC) with recognised members of the research community. In 
addition, the SESAR Scientific Committee is involved in the peer review. Thanks to the Engage network, 
the PC has been reinforced with members of industry and this turned out to be particularly helpful. 

As can be expected reviewers do not always have the same view but differences of opinion normally 
lead to a constructive dialogue and hence a much improved feedback to authors. In this sense a triple-
review process is particularly enriching and should be maintained. 

 

8.4 Enliven the plenary sessions 

The three panel sessions definitely enriched the programme. The discussions in the panels could 
become even more engaging if the topics discussed in the panels would be more specific (rather than 
general) and members selected to represent different points of view. 

The idea of having a panel with IR members/project coordinators at next year’s SIDs discussing 
potential ways forward for ER projects was also discussed. 

 

8.5 Going paperless 

The SIDs have gradually reduced printed material as much as possible and transitioned to a mobile 
phone application which, together with the website contained all relevant information. Apart from the 
conference programme – a specific request of many conference participants – and a range of SESAR 
publications, no printed material was used. 

 

8.6 Raising the profile of posters 

Whereas in previous years posters did not receive quite the same recognitions as papers we decided 
to raise the profile of posters. For the first time a two-page abstract of the poster was subject to regular 
peer-review and these abstracts are now available to download from 
www.sesarju.eu/sesarinnovationdays and hence receive the same recognition as papers in the sense 
that they are included in ISSN and Scopus reference. We will have to observe in the future whether 
this leads to the desired effect of making the SIDs more attractive for poster submissions. 

In addition, the SJU’s decision to print posters on site and in large size was certainly welcome by poster 
presenters but the SJU might evaluate internally whether the effort and costs of doing so were justified 
or whether future SIDs should revert to the common practice of leaving the responsibility with poster 
presenters. 

 

http://www.sesarju.eu/sesarinnovationdays
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9 Outlook 

The 9th edition of the SESAR Innovation Days will take place in Athens between 2nd and 6th December 
2019. 
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11 Acronyms 

ANSP Air Navigation Service Provider 

ASDA Association for Scientific Development of Air Traffic Management in Europe 

ATM Air traffic management 

ER Exploratory Research (within SESAR JU programme) 

IR Industrial Research (within SESAR JU programme) 

KTN Knowledge Transfer Network 

PC SIDs Programme Committee 

SESAR Single European Sky ATM research 

SIDs SESAR Innovation Days 

SJU SESAR Joint Undertaking 

  

32 
 

© – 2019 – University of Westminster, Innaxis, Università degli studi di Trieste, 
Univerzitet u Beogradu, Technische Universiteit Delft, Frequentis AG, 
EUROCONTROL, European Aviation Safety Agency. All rights reserved. Licensed to 
the SESAR Joint Undertaking under conditions. 

 

 
 



D2.8 SESAR INNOVATION DAYS 2018 REPORT 

 
  

 

 

 

© – 2019 – University of Westminster, Innaxis, Università degli studi di 
Trieste, Univerzitet u Beogradu, Technische Universiteit Delft, Frequentis AG, 

EUROCONTROL, European Aviation Safety Agency. All rights reserved. 
Licensed to the SESAR Joint Undertaking under conditions. 

33 
 

 
 

-END OF DOCUMENT- 

 


	Abstract
	Executive summary
	1 Introduction
	1.1 Engage support for the SESAR Innovation Days
	1.2 Objectives of this document
	1.3 Scope of D2.8

	2 Programme Committee
	3 Call for Contributions
	4 Paper selection process
	5 Conference programme
	6 Website
	7 Participant satisfaction survey
	8 Lessons Learned
	8.1 Industry involvement was successful
	8.2 The SIDs are a scientific event
	8.3  Peer-review process works well
	8.4 Enliven the plenary sessions
	8.5 Going paperless
	8.6 Raising the profile of posters

	9 Outlook
	10 References
	11 Acronyms

