
European Bulletin of Himalayan Research  

62 | 2024

Special issue
Numéro spécial

Electronic version
URL: https://journals.openedition.org/ebhr/2240
ISSN: 2823-6114

Publisher
Centre d’études sud-asiatiques et himalayennes (UMR8077 CNRS/EHESS)

Electronic reference
European Bulletin of Himalayan Research, 62 | 2024, “Special issue” [Online], Online since 15 July 2024,
connection on 31 July 2024. URL: https://journals.openedition.org/ebhr/2240 

This text was automatically generated on July 31, 2024.

The text only may be used under licence CC BY 4.0. All other elements (illustrations, imported files) are
“All rights reserved”, unless otherwise stated.

https://journals.openedition.org
https://journals.openedition.org
https://journals.openedition.org/ebhr/2240
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


TABLE OF CONTENTS

Editorial
Tristan Bruslé, Stéphane Gros and Philippe Ramirez

Special issue: The Himalayas from its edges: networks, identities, and place-
making

Introduction. The Himalayas from its edges: networks, identities and place-making
Dibyesh Anand, Swargajyoti Gohain, Nitasha Kaul and Sayantani Mukherjee

Beyond the Buddhist heartland: Magadha’s Himalayan and trans-Himalayan networks (fifth
to fifteenth century CE)
Sanjukta Datta

A Tibetan window into the twentieth-century Himalayan world
Swati Chawla

Dialogical decoloniality and Tibetan conceptions of indigeneity
Tenzin Desal

The gift of democracy: a Tibetan experience with democracy in exile
Tenzing Palmo

The old man by the waterfall: deep entanglements of culture, state-making and geopolitics
in Arunachal Pradesh
Kaustubh Deka

Book reviews

Jagadish Timsina, Tek Narayan Maraseni, Devendra Gauchan, Jagannath Adhikari and
Hemant Ojha (eds), 

Olivia Aubriot

Michael Hoffman, 

Chris Crews

John K Locke, 

David N Gellner

Hannah Uprety, 

Ramesh Sunam

European Bulletin of Himalayan Research, 62 | 2024

1



Éditorial

Tristan Bruslé, Stéphane Gros and Philippe Ramirez

1 

2 

3 

4 

European Bulletin of Himalayan Research, 62 | 2024

2



5 

AUTHORS

TRISTAN BRUSLÉ 

STÉPHANE GROS 

PHILIPPE RAMIREZ 

European Bulletin of Himalayan Research, 62 | 2024

3



Special issue: The Himalayas from
its edges: networks, identities, and
place-making
L’Himalaya depuis ses marges : réseaux, identités et fabrique des lieux

European Bulletin of Himalayan Research, 62 | 2024

4



Introduction. L’Himalaya depuis ses marges : réseaux, identités et fabrique des
lieux

Dibyesh Anand, Swargajyoti Gohain, Nitasha Kaul and Sayantani Mukherjee

Special Issue:The Himalayas from its Edges: Networks, Identities and Place-Making (EBHR 62)

European Bulletin of Himalayan Research, 62 | 2024

5



Introduction

1 

2 

3 

Himalaya: a productive site of contestation

4 

European Bulletin of Himalayan Research, 62 | 2024

6



5 

6 

7 

European Bulletin of Himalayan Research, 62 | 2024

7



8 

9 

10 

11 

terra nullius 

European Bulletin of Himalayan Research, 62 | 2024

8



12 

Connections and ruptures

13 

14 

European Bulletin of Himalayan Research, 62 | 2024

9



15 

16 

17 

European Bulletin of Himalayan Research, 62 | 2024

10



Networks, identities and place-making

18 

19 

20 

21 

European Bulletin of Himalayan Research, 62 | 2024

11



22 

The future of Himalayan Studies

23 

Himalayas from its
Edges: Mobilities, networks and geographies 

edges

24 

European Bulletin of Himalayan Research, 62 | 2024

12



25 

BIBLIOGRAPHY

European Bulletin of Himalayan Research, 62 | 2024

13



European Bulletin of Himalayan Research, 62 | 2024

14



European Bulletin of Himalayan Research, 62 | 2024

15

https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/openindia/kashmir-from-contact-zone-to-conflict-zone/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/openindia/kashmir-from-contact-zone-to-conflict-zone/
https://doi.org/10.1057/s41305-018-0123-x
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0021911820003691
https://doi.org/10.1080/03086534.2021.1883245


European Bulletin of Himalayan Research, 62 | 2024

16

https://repository.library.georgetown.edu/bitstream/handle/10822/1084986/GJAA%20-%20Kaul%20.pdf
https://repository.library.georgetown.edu/bitstream/handle/10822/1084986/GJAA%20-%20Kaul%20.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1080/03085140500465899


ABSTRACTS

European Bulletin of Himalayan Research, 62 | 2024

17



INDEX

Keywords: 

Mots-clés: 

AUTHORS

DIBYESH ANAND 

Professor Dibyesh Anand

Geopolitical Exotica: Tibet in Western imagination Tibet: A victim of geopolitics Hindu

Nationalism in India and the Politics of Fear.

SWARGAJYOTI GOHAIN 

Dr Swargajyoti Gohain

Imagined Geographies in the Indo‑Tibetan

Borderlands

NITASHA KAUL 

Professor Nitasha Kaul 

European Bulletin of Himalayan Research, 62 | 2024

18



SAYANTANI MUKHERJEE 

Dr Sayantani Mukherjee

Between Two Worlds: British India, Qing China and the technologies of

empire-making in Tibet in the nineteenth century

European Bulletin of Himalayan Research, 62 | 2024

19



Au-delà du cœur bouddhiste : les réseaux himalayens et transhimalayens de
Magadha (du cinquième au quinzième siècle de notre ère)

Sanjukta Datta

Introduction

1 

Madhyadeśa Majjhimadeśa  

European Bulletin of Himalayan Research, 62 | 2024

20



 

2 

longue  durée

3 

bodhi

mahāvihāra

4 

bodhi 
vajrāsana

bhūmisparśa  mudrā

mahāvihāra  

European Bulletin of Himalayan Research, 62 | 2024

21



stūpa

Fig 1: Mahabodhi temple, Bodhgaya.

Photo: Sanjukta Datta. Date: 2013.
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Fig 2: Temple No3, Nalanda.

Photo: Sanjukta Datta. Date: 2023.

5 

In the Buddhist heartland

From Sui-Tang and Song China

6 

European Bulletin of Himalayan Research, 62 | 2024

23



saṅgha

7 

8 Foguo ji Record of Buddhist Kingdoms

Datang xiyu ji Record of the Western Regions from the Great Tang

stūpa
bodhisattva

terminus ante quem

Datang  xiyu  ji

European Bulletin of Himalayan Research, 62 | 2024

24



Fig 3: A comparative representation of the excavated remains of Nālandā (left) and the layout of the
site as described by Xuanzang (right). The blue squares numbered 1 to 6 in Xuanzang’s layout
represent monasteries.

Photo: M B Rajani.
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Fig 4: Terracotta plaque depicting the Buddha in bhūmisparśa mudrā inside the Mahabodhi temple.

Photo: The Cleveland Museum of Art, Cleveland, Ohio, USA (Public Domain). Gift from Michael De
Havenon. Source: JSTOR, https://jstor.org/stable/community.24618070 (accessed 14 May 2024)
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Fig 5: Stone model of the Mahabodhi temple.

Photo: The Metropolitan Museum of Art (Public Domain). Source: JSTOR. https://jstor.org/stable/
community.18623084 (accessed 14 May 2024)
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Fig 1: Lomtung Tago warms himself by the fire as he recalls his experiences in the Sino-Indian war
of 1962.

Photo: Kaustubh Deka, Siko Dido falls, She Yomi, 2020.
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Fig 2: Political map of ‘Arunachal Pradesh’ (She Yomi district and Namsai district highlighted by the
author)

Source: Maps of India, https://www.mapsofindia.com/maps/arunachalpradesh/

‘The land of medicinal snow water’: fragmentations,
appropriations and resilience in Menchukha
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Fig 3: Lhakpa Sona recalls his caravan trading days along the Himalayan corridors, and through his
memories he continues to transcend spatial fixities.

Photo: Kaustubh Deka, Menchukha, 2020.
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Fig 4: The interior of a Memba home, located in Dechenthang village, Menchukha. Memba houses
are often filled with various cultural heirlooms that serve as a connection with a disappearing past.

Photo: Kaustubh Deka, Menchukha, 2020.
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Fig 5: The ‘Shinjong Saptra’ map-stone believed to be designed by Buddhist masters at Menchukha.

Photo: Kaustubh Deka, Menchukha, 2020.
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Fig 6: Neh-Pema Shelphu, the waterfall and cave held sacred by the Membas because Buddhist
Guru Padmasambhava, also known as Rimpoche, is supposed to have meditated there.

Photo: Kaustubh Deka, Menchukha, 2020.
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Fig 7: The Samten Yongcha Gonpa of Menchukha, said to be one of the oldest gonpas belonging to
the Mahayana sect in the entire eastern Himalayan region.

Photo: Kaustubh Deka, Menchukha, 2020.
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Fig 8: The Kognum Khu or Golden Pagoda in Namsai has emerged as a popular tourist destination.

Photo: Kaustubh Deka, Namsai, 2021.
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Fig 9: The stone statue of the Buddha, currently under construction and touted to become the
largest stone Buddha statue in the whole of South and Southeast Asia.

Photo: Kaustubh Deka, Namsai, 2021.
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Fig 10: The Pali school in Chongkham represents the way cultural links survive beyond spatial
rigidities.

Photo: Kaustubh Deka, Chongkham, 2021.

A region of contentions concrete: Arunachal Pradesh
as an infrastructural hot spot
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Fig 11: A JCB near the frontier areas in Menchukha. The earth-moving vehicles, commonly called
JCBs, seem to be the Himalayan constant, as one finds them digging across the length and breadth
of the region.

Photo: Kaustubh Deka, Menchukha, 2020.
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