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Fig 1: Mahabodhi temple, Bodhgaya.

Photo: Sanjukta Datta. Date: 2013.
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Fig 2: Temple No3, Nalanda.

Photo: Sanjukta Datta. Date: 2023.
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Fig 3: A comparative representation of the excavated remains of Nālandā (left) and the layout of the
site as described by Xuanzang (right). The blue squares numbered 1 to 6 in Xuanzang’s layout
represent monasteries.

Photo: M B Rajani.
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Fig 4: Terracotta plaque depicting the Buddha in bhūmisparśa mudrā inside the Mahabodhi temple.

Photo: The Cleveland Museum of Art, Cleveland, Ohio, USA (Public Domain). Gift from Michael De
Havenon. Source: JSTOR, https://jstor.org/stable/community.24618070 (accessed 14 May 2024)
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Fig 5: Stone model of the Mahabodhi temple.

Photo: The Metropolitan Museum of Art (Public Domain). Source: JSTOR. https://jstor.org/stable/
community.18623084 (accessed 14 May 2024)
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Fig 1: Lomtung Tago warms himself by the fire as he recalls his experiences in the Sino-Indian war
of 1962.

Photo: Kaustubh Deka, Siko Dido falls, She Yomi, 2020.
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Fig 2: Political map of ‘Arunachal Pradesh’ (She Yomi district and Namsai district highlighted by the
author)

Source: Maps of India, https://www.mapsofindia.com/maps/arunachalpradesh/

‘The land of medicinal snow water’: fragmentations,
appropriations and resilience in Menchukha
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Fig 3: Lhakpa Sona recalls his caravan trading days along the Himalayan corridors, and through his
memories he continues to transcend spatial fixities.

Photo: Kaustubh Deka, Menchukha, 2020.
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Fig 4: The interior of a Memba home, located in Dechenthang village, Menchukha. Memba houses
are often filled with various cultural heirlooms that serve as a connection with a disappearing past.

Photo: Kaustubh Deka, Menchukha, 2020.
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Fig 5: The ‘Shinjong Saptra’ map-stone believed to be designed by Buddhist masters at Menchukha.

Photo: Kaustubh Deka, Menchukha, 2020.
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Fig 6: Neh-Pema Shelphu, the waterfall and cave held sacred by the Membas because Buddhist
Guru Padmasambhava, also known as Rimpoche, is supposed to have meditated there.

Photo: Kaustubh Deka, Menchukha, 2020.
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Fig 7: The Samten Yongcha Gonpa of Menchukha, said to be one of the oldest gonpas belonging to
the Mahayana sect in the entire eastern Himalayan region.

Photo: Kaustubh Deka, Menchukha, 2020.
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Fig 8: The Kognum Khu or Golden Pagoda in Namsai has emerged as a popular tourist destination.

Photo: Kaustubh Deka, Namsai, 2021.
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Fig 9: The stone statue of the Buddha, currently under construction and touted to become the
largest stone Buddha statue in the whole of South and Southeast Asia.

Photo: Kaustubh Deka, Namsai, 2021.
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Fig 10: The Pali school in Chongkham represents the way cultural links survive beyond spatial
rigidities.

Photo: Kaustubh Deka, Chongkham, 2021.

A region of contentions concrete: Arunachal Pradesh
as an infrastructural hot spot
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Fig 11: A JCB near the frontier areas in Menchukha. The earth-moving vehicles, commonly called
JCBs, seem to be the Himalayan constant, as one finds them digging across the length and breadth
of the region.

Photo: Kaustubh Deka, Menchukha, 2020.
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