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Q1: We are doing a study that what would be like a good city in encore region. Ennore means not just only Ennore focusing on Ennore around areas up to kattupalli.

R1: Even up to Pazaverkadu. 

Q1: Yeah up to Pazaverkadu, but what am looking is All India Radio nagar, Ernavur like that.

R1: Ernavur, Burma nagar, Katthivakkam, Chinna kuppam, Periya kuppam, Thazyhan kuppam, Mettu kuppam, kottan kuppam that line.

Q1: Athipattu pudhu nagar, Kattupalli all these areas. am looking for how all these areas were in earlier times like how those area was emerged, is those areas were traditional, what are the changes in those places, what is the conditions of those areas and people's life in the past, present and how the areas should be in the future by the people who are living in those areas! And also there are much development came but what is the opinion of the people and what people are thinking and their views on those developments like that am asking about those things, so you can tell this from your own experience, you can start it from anywhere whether from industry or from your childhood days and all.

R1: Shall i start if from my childhood age!?

Q1: yeah, you can start.

R1: As per my knowledge, my during the times of my father, Grandfather and great grandfather we have good nature resources, good air, and don't have diseases and all. But in those times we had little bit hunger even though we used to catch natural fish and prawn and lived here. In such times companies were came in our place later on. At the beginning EB or EB was the first company came here in 1991. When EB came in our place we people were in prosperous condition. That Eb ended in there itself. We were engaged in Farming of cashew, fishing, prawn catching and catching mussels from sea with all these things we used earn good income. For instance in cashew farming we were all used to engage in farming if we invest 50k to 60 k we can get one or two or three lakhs rupees profit. With that profit we used to buy jewels like half sovereign or one sovereign for our siblings and arrange marriage to them. During those times we were in poor condition only but we can earn money in those days. In that condition Mudaliyar community is dominant like estate Hemand Kumar then under his support Bamu Mudaliyar like that many big big mudaliyar community persons are developed well. Later EP company came some of the people are going there for work. Some of the people even they are in poor condition they went to that company for work and became developed. They worked hard so they become well. So we don't have any objection on this. If many people went to work in EB Company many families would have developed. But we didn't have the idea about it. Many people who have joined in the company and later left the job also. In such condition our life is going fine with some contracts and Mussels, Fish, Prawn all were natural and available to us. After they let off the hot water that affected our livelihood little because when we used catch the fish and prawn in very close distance but after they let off the hot water that affected the natural resources in the water. Craps, Prawn, fish were started to dying and their quantity started to reduce. after that we were managed with Mussel catching, and working in contractual jobs, after that we have demanded to the EB in 1994 that our livelihood was affected much due to the hot water letting off our livelihood got affected and our natural resources were affected now we are struggling to survive like that we told to them. After that they were told you have seen this minister, that minister and all. Those ministers are not accepted it.

R2: They arrested and put them in Vellore Prison. 

R1: After that we have one place called Madha Temple there we went directly. oorna medu, sanglimedu, kalanji, Kattupalli and kuppam all went to Buckingham canal and blocked the hot water let off to stop the hot water flow into water this side then from govt side 300 to 400 police came and told that if you people blocked the this hot water the boiler will blast and it will affect much like they told and filed case against us and remanded us for 15 days. That time KA.Sundharam is minister so with the support of him and collector i forgot his name took the people out. But people were scared because of that arrest incident and people are not protested continuously eventually dropped out from the protest. Then Kamarajar port came we also worked under contract in the kamarajar port. Some people are in poor condition they have job here they will work here itself, others they don't have job so they will work in kamarajar port. In kamaraj port through village we have asked for jobs to them. We show our village to officers that time one Chairman came his name is Raman. When he visited our village that time village people were collecting conch, oyster, snails like design kilinjals. He thought himself that thus village is like this condition! So he himself decided that can give employment opportunities to ladies for that he gave uthiravatham through that Raman sir. He told us to meet him in Alwarpet office from there to he directed us to meet Indira Madam of Sarvodhaya magalir kuzhu in collector office for employment opportunities. But before that they gave employment opportunities to Athipattu and Pudhu nagar together but not for us. So here EB is there and etc. so these people are the most vulnerable one comparing to other villages so these people might get employment opportunities in their Panchayat. Those people only worked voice not audible such a way by officer Raman women got jobs. Even for that jobs ladies got very less income only. 

Q: At that time how much wage would be given for these ladies? 

R2: For fifteen days 750 rupees only, 25 rupees per day.

R1: For this wage ladies were worked, and then Management decided to give the jobs to contractors. People also against of those local contractors and saved their livelihoods after that people joined in one union through it they improved their livelihood like 18,000 salary for them. 

R2: we developed through union.

R1: After that, now we all are fine in our economic life due to company. Both ladies and gents working in my family so our livelihood is good. if only gents are working then there won't be development because in Kamarajar Port for ladies 18,000 rupee they are giving but in L&T, Adani and Affola are giving very less wage like they don't have minimum salary more than 13,000. So what ladies’ asking to us is! Even in my home my wife is asking that you are earning just 13,000 only so what is the difference between you and me. Don't you ask them? If suppose we ask them then there is no job, which job also not directly recruited by company they give to sub contract through sub-contractors we are getting salary. So if we ask to company they will tell us why you are asking to us! Go and ask to your contractor! If we ask to contractor they will tell us that if you are interested to work, come to work otherwise quit the job out that kind of condition prevailing here.there is no problem because of company came here! it is good only, if company came to our place village and ooru will get growth time by time that is pride only. Even though the minimum wage is very less not more than 13,000 for any one from LT, Adani and affola all were exist here. water plant and CPCL's wage is okay and enough for people's livelihood. but other companies were giving wage like for Bonded labor. other problem is air pollution and pollution. more diseases are prevailing, because of compound wall air is somewhat different and third is water quality, in earlier times if we drink the water there is no such water quality anywhere but now water quality is become little bad so diseases are affecting much.  we don't have any other problems because of establishment of companies. A person needs income to run his family. at least 18,000 to 20,000 rupees so he can run the family easily that is all.

Q1: you told just before that during your childhood days here estates were here did you took lease the cashew farm?

R1: yeah. We 100 people used work for the Estate person. They used to split those 100 peoples into batches they didn't thought bad for us but they wished good for the people who worked for them. At the same time those who worked for the Mudaliyars they gave one acre land for laborer. We should not hide those things. With that one acre you have to farm, earn, live and eat in those times we were haven’t. My father in law has four daughters, how he can live with that one acre. Those days we can't see the money. even i don’t know i am living from 1,2,and 3 paisa times, with that money running their family was mortgaged the land and sold out the lands like that they lost the land. They have some lands that land was given by Mudaliyars or govt ordered to give the lands in subsidized rate to us that we don't know but the names were belongs to theirs. If we ask to my father and grandfather they used to tell we have got two acres of from estate people. That saying is true but i don't want to blame them. But during the time of lease they used to ask us that you are worked for me so give 30,000 and take this Thottam. in that Thottam we have to work for three months for cultivation. If we worked hard in those three months then only we can earn profit of 1.50,000. With that 1, 50000 rupee we can able to arrange marriage for my father in-law’s daughter or even we can able to do two marriage with in that money. 

Q1: so whatever things you need all you got here itself and other financial needs you managed by with this estate right!?

R1: yeah.

Q1: so what happened to those estates where you worked earlier?

R1: The total area of the Estate was 1500 acres within those 1500 acres 900 acres were allocated to L&T Company, 

R2: farming land alone around 3000 acres and Plantation area is more than that my brother told. 

R1: you please shut up! Remaining 300 acres were balance, balance lands means those lands were close to farm lands that farm lands too all gone. Beyond the water plant 300 acres were there that is still there. They all have property here they all big big and filed case together like this compensation was not enough for us and got it. They also have money so in the same company they owned JCP and other heavy machineries and earning good. But we people don't have money going to work like slaves that is all.

Q1: So they got compensation for their lands and they bought JCP and all and they working in the port!?

R1: yeah. They are earning such a way in the port. But we people only lost everything and working for 13,000, 12,000, 11,000 salary. For ladies just 12,000 salary and for gents 13,500 after the deduction of ESI and Pf and that salary also not directly given by company. that too Through the contractor with the after the signing of the agreement we are getting the salary. I should not affect the Company. If i directly employed by the company i will join in union and i ask to increase the salary and other things also so what company is doing is fixing the basic pay and percentage to the contractor then recruited us. 

Q1: In which company you are working!? 

R1: Am working in LT 

Q1: How many years you have been working there?

R1: i am working since from the starting of the company. In the beginning i was worked as security assistant and then now i am working as housekeeping supervisor. 

Q1: LT gave employment opportunities to kattu palli kuppam people and other than that another 200 people!

R1: That Kattupalli kuppam employment is like they took their houses that was worth to ten lakhs then they gave newly constructed houses worth of five lakhs and also gave employment opportunities. Sometime that salary also not enough for them, now only they increased their salary up to 20000 thousand after the protest. 

Q1: Why they didn't increase your salary like that?

R1: No they didn't increase their salary like that.

Q1: why is like that?

R1: It we asked to increase the salary they used to tell that those people who gave up their land and lost their livelihood and so we have to give that much salary. Collector, RDO all are supporting those people. but people like us if we did any protest they will fires me out by the contractor and contractor tells us that i only hired you should not ask to the company. 

Q1: Amma told that you have some farm lands here, so those farm lands were not taken by for this industrial development?

R1: They gave Estate to us, My father got two acres of estate land and my father sold out that two acre to someone. So property transferred to someone so that owner got the money we didn't got the money for that land. 

Q1: Do you know to whom your father sold out the land who is that person! Is he from local or some other one!

R1: All are local only, full of Mudaliyars only. Estates gave land people who are under estate mudaliyars might bought those lands. 

Q1: So whatever the land you people got from mudaliyar they purchased it again from you right?

R1: yeah. Same like in Pulicat their livelihood is affecting much because of putting stones, fishes were not getting growth and fishes were hiding in the stones, and sea erosion is increasing if sea withdrawal occurred it is okay but sea erosion is more and more so our fish resources were reducing much. People around 5000 to 6000 participated in the protest after that only govt become scared if only some 100 to 200 people participated like us we did, Gove and  police were chased away us. They got employment because of their 5000 to 6000 strength. if they were like 100 to 200 people this company would not give jobs to them. 

Q1: You told that police were arrested you people during the protest at that time you people alone did the protest or together with Kattupalli people also?

R1: Those arrests were happened for EB that time us oorana medu, Sangini medu, Kuppam and Anna nagar we all are together went for protest. Around 400 people went and planted wood to block the hot water towards us.

Q1: In which place that hot water was released into sea?

R1: The place where Boiler heating the water right! That boiling water returned as hot water that hot water sends to sea but instead of sending it to sea they sent that hot water into Buckingham canal. They made holes in the wall of the 

Buckingham canal and inserted five to six pipes through that pipes they released the hot water into the Buckingham canal. That is huge amount of water. Now they changed the hot water let off into the sea around some ten years before. Almost some ten years that hot water released into the Buckingham canal. People used to take bath in that hot water. Keluthi fish, Madavai, Prawn, and crab all used to die and float. Suddenly chemical water released in to the sea all fishes used to dead and float and other living organisms also dead. i think it was in 1994.

Q2: So in that pipeline water released!?

R1: Not in the pipeline, Thanni vanthu erkanavae kattuna @20:10

Q2: The hot water came from that pipeline right!?

R1: Ippam attach vandhu idhupanni pipeline la pogum.

Q1: Anna what is telling that hot water used for cooling right that hot water released into river right! They mixed that hot water near the pipeline right!?

R1: opposite to kamarajar port there is a bridge. In that bridge itself 100 meter beyond there they broken the wall and released the water.

Q2: So along the EB there is small canal in that canal from the kamarajar port crossed the water right!? what i thought is!

R1: Yeah, in that way only they released the hot water. Now EB opened the new gate right! From that gate to this gate center area.

Q1: So from that center to this small canal then kamarajar puram (voice is not clear) through canal the water will come right!?

R1: yeah, through that canal it will come, in that canal that time both sides canals were exist like in four to five places. in that canal both sides water will come so all Prawn, fish and crabs were dead.

Q1: That was happened in their time before five years we have built cooling tower. if we built cooling tower it will recycle the same water for that only we asked for the cooling tower!

R1: now what they are doing is they releasing the water through motor into sea.

Q1: That is what am also telling that we did Blockade and protest to build the cooling the tower after that only that cooling tower they built, do you know the VGP entrance that side only they letting off the recycled water into estuary. even for that people protested after that only cooling tower came. 

R1: Now do you know kurimedu! That water only valichinu varum or velicahma varum. 22:00 from the sea through the pipeline over the bridge that water goes to cooling purpose now.

Q1: so you village people together done the protest after that you all people got scared and not went to protest right!

R1: yeah, after that we didn't go we got scared. That time we don't have any support and no one is there to lead and motivate us. In those times we have fear over the police nowadays even college students are boldly speaking to the police. those times we people has fear on police, so we used scared like police may beat us and arrest and may locked up in prison for many days. So people were scattered not came together, they thought why this issue for us! That time in that movement Panchayat President Prema Munuswamy also participated. he also got arrested and remanded for fifteen days. 

Q1: According to you told that earlier times condition is good and you also welcoming the industrial development among this both which one is good for you in your opinion!?

R1: Now company has to come and they have to give suitable employment opportunities to educated youngsters, good salary for unskilled people, housekeeping workers and Garden people. if they gave good salary then their village livelihood would be fine. we can't bring back the earlier condition here now.

Q1: hmm, okay. you told that when industries came here, EB will come only on that side so you people were just idle because you people thought that there won't be problem for us. so when Kamarajar port came you people got to know that you will be problem for you people. so did you people lose any lands and did you people protested against this Kamarajar port!?

R1: see, all this lands were occupied by TIDCO. but what TIDCO told and cheated us that, they told that whoever who gave their lands to them, one person in their families will give the good job and also who lost their livelihood also will give them job like that they told but in the end they didn't give any job in kamarajar port. They give jobs to only for some 90 ladies not for gents in that time. That time what people used say! Politics. At least they should have given permanent jobs to ladies because we are one who lost our livelihoods and so we have to get the preference. we are the ones who are the owners of those lands. In that time we don't have any political support for us. That political support was given to whom. Whoever is relative to them they took that relatives to there, i don't know anything about that, like we have to talk to central board and state board. Those administer level officers give jobs to their own relatives. Among them only one person called Vishwanathan he only got the job. He is also educational qualification with Recommendation by Panchayat President. They have spoken with that board. They should have given the permanent jobs to those ladies also. Because ladies are working hard and we are the ones who lost our livelihoods. We only gave our lands; if they gave permanent jobs to the ladies their village growth would have been good now. it is so proud that if our ladies earn 50,000. We don't have that partiality like that. We are sons of them so are the ones who going to get the benefits if they got permanent positions. it would have been good if they got permanent positions. Engengayo irundhu vanthavangalukku permanent panreengo because of political recommendation by TR balu support after that one MP Dhayanithi maran support. GK. Vasan then Krishnasamy MP also, even though Krishnasamy MP is local area but all were supported for their own relatives and helped them to get jobs. He helped three to four persons but people like us don't have political support like them. 

Q1: so after the industries came here did you people last the opportunity to get lease lands and farming jobs and all!?

R1: yeah. Because of Cashew and other crops won't grow enough or well, nothing is here now because that natural conditions were destroyed here. 

Q1: what about the Mussels harvesting now a days!?

R1: That also gone because if we go to harvest Mussels! Nearby there is village called Kuppam. we have to go beyond that kuppam and only if Mussels were drift ashore in kuppam then we can collect otherwise no chance. This side some 3.5 km and this side 3.5 km around the area to that extent filled water and put stones around to facilitate the ships to travel. if there is any floating material or dead fish in the sea it will come to surface gradually in time due to the water currents in the below. When cyclone and all came those floating materials will come to seashore. when the cyclone is normal Mussels will come to sea surface that time we can earn good income but we have to work hard in the water. We have use the Chicken and harvest the mussels. in earlier times one Anna koodai is 4 or 3 rupees. Now one Anna koodai is 30 rupees. 

Q1: so Mussels harvesting is good income for you right! Did you gone for Mussels harvesting!?

R1: Yeah i went for Mussels harvesting.

Q1: what are the works you have done!?

R1: i did jobs like wood cutting, Harvesting, Ploughing and Mussels harvesting. earlier times we don't have this kind of concrete houses so if anyone asking for construct Palm hut or Thatched hut i will go to that work also. i did these kind of works after that i have worked in Rolling mills in Thiruvotriu as a Machine operator there i we have organized one labor union. In that union all are Hindi speaking people and we ten people together formed a union and all workers become unity and salary was increased by union. so there one Rowdy was there called Gate Rajendiran. company owner is a Settu, with the help of Gate Rajendiran wherever the Hindi speaking workers stayed there they Gate Rajendiran went and beaten them. Cutting the labors with blades and put lines in their faces so those north Indian workers were scared and ran away. We were totally ten people tried to manage things so Gate Rajendiran called us and told that Olunga vangiko illati galiagiduva otha vettipotruvan apditan. After that i was talked with him with my friend in the night 12 o clock at Nai quarters in Thiruvotriur. That day only i saw that 500 rupee notes. There they got signature from me in the Agreement mentioned that there is no relation between me and the company. That time those who have 10 to 15 years of experience got only 7000 to 8000. i took him one boy with me he supported me to get 12,000.

Q1: when this incident was happened!?

R1: 1995 that day only i saw 500 rupee at first. That boy helped me to get 12,000 after that i got PF money some 19,000. With that money i married, i didn't use anyone's money. 

Q1: Did many people went to outside to work!?

R1: That time four people was working in EB, me and my Aunt's sons were lived outside. Me actually whatever i earned i used to give it to them. At last in 1996 marriage occurred the cost of marriage 35,000. i didn't ask for the accounts for whatever i earned but at the last i got money and married. 

Q1: so that times you were went to work in outside right!? But now you are working here itself right! what is the difference between that and this!?

R1: with that belief only, i thought that good companies are coming so with those opportunities we can get benefit. My wife doesn't like to come here. she was lived in the city and she was struggled a lot after came here. But she has good mind and thought that she got married to me so she decided to live with him. but she is from city only. she lived with me this much years. That is one of great benefit to me.

Q1: Because of this company you lost your livelihood so you have asked a job opportunity did you got that job or not!?

R1: As per LT contract. Contractors are locals so what they are doing are, they have done the agreement. They all giving written agreements for one year and people have to renewal the agreement each year. They fixed the basic pay and these all the benefits you will get and the contractors also used to tell this is the Basic pay, This much Pf and this much ESI like that they used to do get the agreement from the labor. whatever work i assigned to labor that work only he have to do but contractor won't come he will assign one supervisor to manage but company used get their works done by us. if we ask to the supervisor Why you are telling me to do these kind of tasks then he will reply that if you have interest to do work then work here or else please ask to your contractor.

Q1: After your marriage did you lived here or in outside!?

R1: i was working outside in Minjur one year after my marriage. then i thought that why we have live in the rented house when we have own land. That time we have to walk up to seven kilometer. Even if our work was finished at night 8o clock we have to walk through the forest area. That side fox will howl and birds will chirp while walking many different sounds used to come then many trees was there. big big trees including palm trees with the height of 40 to 50 meters of height. Those trees also make sound like Mara Mara and Thada Thada nu will shake and Pigs used cross. We don't get scared for other things but we scared for Pigs only they used to hit the people suddenly. So we used to scare for those Pigs. I used to keep match box with me if there is any problem i just match it and come. i used walk 7 kilometers to home from the work even if it is mid night 12:00. 

Q1: When you were working in Minjur right!?

R1: Nope. From EB to this place i used to walk seven kilometer. Rarely i used to get Tractors which came along my place we used to travel in that Truck like that we struggled a lot. one side of the mind am feeling like am brave and all and the another side i have the mentality like scared and strange. Despite everything i was worked there.

Q1: Did you worked in Kamarajar port!?

R1: hmm. i was worked during the construction of that office. That time i was an operator in JMS Company.

Q1: JMS was constructed this!?

R1: Yeah, they only built this company. Now the name is IPT but earlier Sum India, Governor, Double Karose now it is ITT. All the roads inside the Kamarajar port were changed nowadays but for old roads i am the one supervisor for 200 persons. That time i used earn good income. Almost some ten contractors but each contractor i used to get 700 to 800 and also i used supply sand to companies so i have earned little bit money.

Q1: But you didn't saved what you have earned?

R1: if i have education i would have been in good position in Kamarajar port. That kind of support i have there. One Person called Nachiyappan he told that you don't have education! if you have education i would recommend to the board and hire you inside the Port. i don't have education and also i can't even good in Tamil. That is the truth i don't have to hide anything. At least if you know Tamil i would have developed you in some level. The labor i did in kamarajar port would have made me a permanent employee but i don't have education.

Q1: But why you have come here!?

R1: why i came to L&T is because my contract was over. i used to work in small contracts like Ditching and all. Gradually i moved one to other. Now am in L & T without having 10 paisa in my pocket i can go and come back from work. 

Q1: You told that people who went to EB for work and later they resigned from the job!?

R1: That is many people, now all are crying including me. 

Q1: Oh! You also went to the EB!

R1: i was supposed to work as a materials handling in Lakshmi Transport but i don’t have that luck. So what i did from there to i moved into Thiruvotriyur that time16. 50 rupees was my salary. In Thiruvotriur my salary is 52 rupees. Here 16.50 rupees and in Thiruvotriur 52.00 rupees see the difference. In that one thing i was unlucky my fate was like that. 

Q1: In those days people were left from job because of lowest payment! But in later they all become permanent right!?

R1: In that time here we got good amount of Prawns and started to do some business also. I don't know whether i have to tell this or not! i mean country liquor business was much in those days. So all of them were quit their jobs. In those time one kilogram Kotra Prawn 280 to 300 rupees we can sell. Each Person used to catch 8 to 10 up to 15 kilogram. We used to divide into three shares the total amount of Prawns we caught. Three shares means one share is for Net. one share is for that peoples. From the family two persons used to come so if we got 1000 rupees we have to divide it into three shares. so tell how much i get!

Q1: 300 rupees i used to get. 

R1: Remaining 700 will take by those peoples. so if we caught 15 kg of Prawns tell how much we used to get!?

Q1: 3750 rupees!

R1: so in the=at 3750 i used to get 1250 rupees right! but if i go to EB for work i only get 16,50 Rupees. So when people saw the money here, later liquor business developed due to that business many people left the jobs. if they worked for that 16.00 rupees at least 40 percent of people now would have been permanent but we don't have that understanding. 

Q1: so that much money you people earned here!?

R1: There is no hunger here for those who have worked but those who don't work will used to struggle. 

Q1: when you earn 1000 rupees other people also can earn same money like you right! but why there is no development!?

R1: What development is not here!

Q1: Like am asking what is there are no big houses, proper roads and all. you people can do for yourself right!?

R1: That is what i am telling that, Prawn won't available in all days that are 2 and 2.5 months occupation. Liquor business is today you can earn 50,000 that is luck and tomorrow you may lose 70,000 rupees when police caught whatever you earned it will become wasted. but people were not in hunger. None of the people is in hunger because they don't have to by Fish, Prawn by their money. Even if ladies went for fishing for example if my Mother goes to fishing just like that she will give Prawns to my family and my brother's family too within 2.5 hours by bare hand. She also catches Crabs too. So we don't have to depend on money. in those times just with the Chilies and Tamarind for prawn curry that curry was that much taste. Now whatever people cook with many styles of prawn curry but that taste won't come. 

Q1: So you won't go to the sea in general!?

R1: i won't go to sea. But two or three persons used to go, my brother and my wife's uncle used to go to sea. i have another brother he and her uncle both were passed away. Now there are youngsters if somebody called for fishing they will go to sea. 

Q1: So no one owned the boat right!?

R1: Yeah.

Q1: But you were told about the Kattumarm right!?

R1: we have Kattumaram in earlier days that were used in River. Those who have money they used to buy Kattumaram, Fishing net, for example if i bought a Kattumaram, Fishing net i have to take my son if he is an adult otherwise i have to hire two person for help with cooking food in the night and take them with me.

Q1: River means this side or that beyond the Buckingham canal side!?

R1: yeah, beyond Buckingham canal side. 

R2: See that Salt Water Lake is there right! This people calling that as river. 

Q1: Which one you are telling!?

R1: This is Buckingham canal and there beyond the canal is Parul 

Q1: That name is Parul!?

R1: we used to call Paraval. That name is Paraval because it is in widespread. Earlier the same place called Ottan kalvai. it means otter people was dug sand from there. Their basket was like this shape, in that basket they used dugout the sand to deepen the canal that is why they called it Ottan Canal later British came and named it as Buckingham canal. 

Q1:But that is saltwater lake right! the beginning of that lake is from Ennore and extended into Tada right!?

R1: Yeah. Not Tada it is extended into Beyond the Mahabalipuram. 

Q2: Anna you are telling about Buckingham canal na, am not telling about the canal am talking about the Lake!?

R1: oh! This lake is up to Tada.

Q2: This saltwater lake is second largest one in the world!?

R1: Do you know our Sriharikotta along that way that Tada entrance is last.

Q1: What you telling is the place is beyond where Irulas people are living right!

Q2: Which one you are talking about!?

Q1: You are telling about that Ottan kalvai on the shore.

R1: oh! Did you saw the people on the shore! That Madha Temple Near right!?

Q1: yeah, near the Madha Temple

R1: yeah. yeah, That is Parul and that is Ottan Kalavai. This one was named by British as Buckingham canal, that one was named as Ottan kalvai. we people shortly called it Paruval. in That also water flow will be this level. if there is rain thanni ettadhu. Now that canal is main, we can't take water from the other side to this side in Buckingham canal. Through that canal (Ottan Kalavai) only all the water will flow to Estuary when there is cyclone and heavy winds that canal only will manage the water not the Buckingham canal. 

Q1: So you were catched prawn in ottan kalvai only right!?

R1: We used to catched prawn in both canals. how can i say this! now the water is in the color of Green tea but in earlier times the water was like Tender coconut in Buckingham canal and Ottan canal water that much clean was it is. Each Kendai fish was in this much size, if we caught that size Kendai we can eat with that much satisfaction and sleep. we used to eat that fish just by Suttu thinpom. Now if we buy the same fish in the stomach of that fish muddy smell will come, however you washed that fish that smell will come because of sampal thaani (Ash water) release.  now that subba baiya releasing the water right. That sampal water mixed in lake water, the sambal was stagnant that water in the surface will flow into the canal. so that sambal mixed water again used to come to the canal only. 

Q1: so in those times you people were not depending on the market but lived with whatever available here right!? but now you people have jobs and all but don't have the earlier days things so in this condition which one is good in your opinion?

R1: what my opinion is we need enough income for our lifestyle, At least i need 20,000 salaries, my wife and children are earning, if i earn 20,000 along with my other family members so totally whole family can earn 80,000. This 80,000 is enough for my family in current situation. if 20,000 goes to food expenditure we can have decent food, if 20,000 goes to family functions and festivals remaining 40,000 we can use it for 20,000,00  chit, so i can use it that money for my son's marriage. if i saving another 20,000,000 money in chit fund i can do marriage for my another son too. i can protect all. Like that with chit fund money am building the home. i managing my household expenses by my son's earning, and if i finished the house construction, the work was started before covid. i didn't ask to anyone for financial help for the construction of this house with the thought that i don't want to keep any financial dept. to my sons. Gradually i saved money little by little in the chit fund and constructing the house than borrowing dept. This is the Truth.

Q1: For the development of this village what are things you have done alone or with other peoples so far?

R1:  For instance if there is any Temple festival that time for we used to levy 50 rupees for each house during my parent’s time. but now if we levy 1000 per household then only the temple festival is somewhat big, for example if we are 400 families giving 1000 each one totally we can get 400,000 so with that money we can able to do good Temple festival. For this temple we used to collect money we used to fallow this from earlier times. Now we are doing the 22nd year temple festival. 

Q1: Amma! this temple is what you told about right!?

R1: yeah. That Pazhankalathuamman temple only. In the beginning our youngsters used to do fire stamping festival. Nearby Puluthi vakkam temple they used do festival in their temple and our people saw this and organized fire stamping festival then they thought that even in Puluthivakkam they are doing festival then why can't we do! like that we started. That time we don't have bus transport facility. Me only organize ten people and discussed with them to do Temple festival by collecting donations from people. One boy from nearby Melur came for Donation for Temple festival i have asked him about the bill he told that it is donation bill, i got that bill and gradually learned from many persons and many donation initiatives, like that i have learned from many persons. At the very first time we have collected 25,000 then gradually today we are collecting 5 to 6 lakhs expenditure for Temple festival. Even today we are collecting donations. we won't collect money from ooru people only using the donation money. 

R2: i forgot to tell that we have improved ourselves this much after we have joined in CITU. Whatever the issue we used to think that we have background support of CITU in that belief only we are doing things. After we have joined in CITU then only we have developed. 

R1: I told right many persons came but only Marxist communist party is in the front. if there is no union the company would have pounded these labors. 

R2: CITU only stood with people. Even now to get contract they gave letter. Warden sir called us and asked. 

R1: This is what happening now. Any company can't change; Adani will grow in future that is pending due to Parliament election. Adani allocated 57,000 crore. In that side Sakralayam, kodhimalayam, Salt alayam and some chemical alayam and some big big alayam is there for that only he is planning that road. Now some 100 meter nearby the Eswaran temple that big road will come after that if they started all the alayam and veganr also coming to that place. veganr means Railway track. i don't know until that am alive. They also planned to close the Ottan kalvai by ditching and cover that canal. After that they will give that places to all the companies.

Q1: Is it so!?

Q2: For that they put case in court!

R1: For that purpose 57,000 crores were allocated, i am not telling this from my own opinion. i have a contact in Adani port. He told that your people growth will be like this in future, they will have the knowledge, and your generation won't see those developments of your grandchildren. it is difficult to live here, They will take the places in that side up to korakuppam. They will take these places like an encircled way. After they took those places if they need this place they will take that too. 57,000 crore were allocated that side Sugarcane factory, wheat factory, salt factory and some chemical factory also coming for those factories wagan (Railway track) also coming here, That is why this much size road is coming here like that he told. This would be biggest port in Asia, Kattupalli was already been to that stage but it will develop further. They told that will take places up to here but they won't take it now they will take up to korakuppam. Because there are 25,000 people are living they can't manage that much population. so they are ready to provide houses to those people and one crore money to each family. 

Q1: Did you people tell to them that your village should not take by them!

R1: what i told to them in the beginning was Water was the problem, if that water problem is solved we can live here happily because companies will come around my areas, this generation youngsters have to study well and develop and children of my son's educated well and developed their life would be good in condition. only one consideration is we want non chemical industries like those in Kummidipoondi area then we would be happy. In Gummidipoondi side companies used to emit kind of smoke that smoke will cause suffocating. i was worked loading and unloading section in rolling mill for one year in Gummidipoondi. in that Mill exactly at 6.30 pm they will emit the smoke, once that smoke was inhaled by people they will get suffocated and they will ran away to glass rooms to hide themselves for half an hour otherwise they will get suffocation including me was getting affected by that smoke. That glass room was built for that purpose. if there is no such kind of companies here! truly we can live here. Sugarcane and wheat industry is not chemical factories. in L& T repair ships are the problems because in those ships they kept wastages. i was worked in that company as a supervisor. There they discharge the waste like oil, chemical into the sand that will cause diseases. if we building new ships there won't be any impacts but due to repairing ships wastes like oil, chemical, Natha, this and that such wastages were brought here and discharged here and that will affect our water source. These kinds of impacts are prevailed in L&T. They used discharge waste water, that water and this water to this land only right! From That sea Surappu only we are taking water. in my village there was a well it was never dried or drained.

R2: In that single well whole village used to take water. 

R1: if sea surappu happened. surappe means water will come up in that time in this well water level used to increased, if there is no kadal surappu, sea withdrawal occurs, water in the well will decrease like that. Even now that sea surappu is happening. if sea surappu pushed the undersea water then that water filtered and gives the good water. so in that condition if this waste water drained here then it will mix with good water. Now from Ammanagar bore well water we are getting, if we filter that water with cloth that cloth will become yellow color. wait i will show that cloth to you!

R2: This area water only coming like this.

R1: That is why I am not filtering the water with filter but filtering with this cloth. see this yellowish color, so if this good water why this color is coming from this water. 

Q1: Do you have any Sangham or organisation in this village!?

R1: we are living unity that  is all. we don't have any sangham and all. we used to elect Village Admins every year. if he is good person we used elect him next year too. if suppose that person is corrupted we will not elect him. Now Panchayat President is powerful here. we can't directly go to any company just like that. Panchayath President rule. 

Q1: So if you want any job in any company, can you go alone and ask to them!?

R1: That is what i am telling that i can't go alone and ask job opportunities to any company through Panchayat President only i can ask. Same like for any good or bad things in village! if company has any demand they will come to us, if they don't have any need they won't come to us. If company needs any help he will come to village or come to Panchayat President. if company don't need anything they won't look at us they used do their own business. Now Village is comes under Panchayat rule only. 

Even if we ask job to any company used to say your panchayat president came and consulted with us. we can't give jobs without the knowledge of the Panchayat President. This is the fact here. Earlier times when there was no Panchayat raj system. we people used to go as Village Administration(Niruvaga Rajjiyam). During the time of Kamarajar port we were village Administration. Even for our village ladies employment  we got through village Admiration after that only Panchayat came. Earlier only Administration that time i am in the Administration through that i was roaming to many places, that time there is no Money for that. we don't even know how to go Alwarpet just asking routes to people and going. we don't even know about the Madras after i married to my wife then only i got to know what is Madras and all. After that Panchayat president rule came so with the support of them talked with companies and arranged jobs for this people. Now a days only Panchayat rule. we can't go and get jobs in any companies if we go and ask they will tell us to bring Panchayat president. so what job Panchayat President choose that we will get. 

Q1: You told that Village Administration or Grama niruvagam for each year you people used to choose them, how you people choose them by election or some other means!?

R1: Even today one person told that (oor soolinu poraru) they are going to talk about this tmrw. oor sol means there is a Grama meeting tmrw so each one from the home they have to attend the meeting! Those who have work they will go to work, some people used to attend the Village meeting. Am in village niruvagam for instance if you come and ask why asks to me that why you are called for meeting like that then i will tell that we are going to conduct temple festival so we have to collect this much levy from each family with that money we can conduct the temple festival together. i might ask How much we can collect from each family, shall we collect 500 from each family then they may say we are in bit financial trouble now so we can fix levy to 250, if we put 250 rupees for three lakh rupees temple festival we will be in dept. if we put 500 rupees with all our financial trouble we can do the temple festival like that we used to discuss in village meeting and taking decisions in the village Administration. 

Q1: What are the other things you will do in village Niruvagam other than Temple festival!?

R1: That is all. in then= month of Aadi another temple festival will do in here and then this Temple festival in Puratasi month. other than that puja for temple and all.

Q1: Apart from temple festival did that Village administration body will engage in anything!?

R1: yeah. if they will engage in public issues. small-small problems like land issues or any police station case they will discuss and settle those problems. if there is land issues they will talk to people why you occupied other person place you should keep yourself in your  place. same like if suppose a boy or girl runaway together village Niruvagam talk and resolve the issues without any fight. 

Q1: so still there is oor kattupadu is there right!?

R1: yeah, oor kattuppadu. People won't violate the oorkattupadu. whoever it is they will consulted with oor periyavar whatever oorr nirvagi said people will do accordingly. if suppose one person dead all oor periyavanga came together and do the funeral. Then during any Marriage or even for the engagement that village Nirvagam will do the exchange of betel-betel nut even at the presence of Brahmin. 

Q2: Oh! like Testimony or witness like under us this engagement was happening!?

R1: yeah, like from my village this village people are taking bride. it was happening like this since from my knowledge, still norms are exist.

Q2: Now there are many industries came here right! do people from other places coming here to work!?

R1: in L& T more than 5000 north Indians are working, the problem is within one year north Indians are becoming technician like fitter, rigger and developing himself to good position. But people who came from surrounding villages until last time of theirs career they won't learn any professional skills. what these people are doing this working eight hours and run but north Indians used to work 12 hour. for eight hours they are giving 510 rupees and 100 rupees for over time. For instance I am a welder now if they giving one helper to me, if that helper was became close with me then learned from me consciously then there won't be any poverty. i don't have to blame about other villages people am just blaming about my village people only. whatever the job they joining they won't learn the skills but they will blame the people who gave him job and management too. if the panchayat president helped him to join in a job they will blame him too. Until now nobody learned the professional skills. 

R2: there are three categories among the worker one is other state worker they came from outside and can't go outside they will do over time too. The management and contractor will arrange food and all. local worker falls under two category one group of worker is sincere in their job work eight hours. The third category is those are like i am recommended by MLA and President so they will go and just put their sign and come back like that there are three categories of people are here. so this people are not learned the professional skills until the last time of their career. 

People are not willing to learn any skills and they complain that there are no jobs available and simply sit back at home. If they are willing to learn the skills properly, am sure every house in the village will be living well. 

It has been 12 years after L & T came here, but we still do not have a proper technician, a welder or a rigger. The only thing is they have to pick wastes or lift them there or lift them to here that is all. 

Q1: What about workers coming from outside? 

R1: see within in one year, they turn to welder, gas cutter, fitter, rigger etc. They learn everything one by one in a year. They would come as poor people, without any skills. But within a year, they are learning things from us, we also used to teach them, and also they been idle during the work time. When tasks was given to tamilians our local people used to finish that 5 hours’ work in one hour. When the management comes and sees, they see only people who are sitting idle, not the ones doing actual work. same thing happening to our women also. Our local people have no patience. they like just go and finish the task. Some locals, under my supervision around 13 of them working with me are capable to complete 10 hours work in 3 hours. They do that because they don't want to earn a bad name with me. I used to tell the management that we will your task, so they also understood our capacity and for that an extra Rupees 50 or Rupees 60 is offered as well, without any issue. 

if we go to other companies, what they do is they require many workers. For example, in a batching plant, if a pipeline is jammed, so you have to take  the cement and it takes 3-4 hours to repair the pipeline, but within that time these people used to came home. so the batching plant work stop then the management will complain about them right! eventually management will fire the worker. like they told there are many categories of worker if they recommended by MLA they will just put their sign, if they recommended by the MP they will glare at the management and come back. if the worker recommended by President they will work several hours. if we joined in job without any recommendations people like us are left to toil completely for 8 hours. This is the situation. 

Q1: Where are the workers from outside, staying? 

R1: They stay in labour camps, it was for 4000 worker, where every facility rooms, including gas, drinking water and all is arranged. The company doesn't directly recruits the North Indian Workers. For instance if I am a contractor and if I require 100 workers, as a contractor I get approval and recruit them. L & T has actually didn't built free quarters for workers they just built the quarters for the worker to stay. So, the contract is taken up based on matching the company's quotation. 

Q1: Are the Labour camps independently set up or under L&T? 

R1: Huge acres of land like some 50 acres were taken for lease and camps are constructed there by L&T. The lease agreement is renewals every year. 

Q1: so lands were taken on lease and building were constructed by L&T right!? 

R1: yeah. 

Q1: Oh, around how many outside workers are staying now? 

R1: Around 4000 of them are there and all facilities are provided to them. On Sundays, they are taken out in bus and they go purchase mutton, fish and other meat. Similarly, there are bazaars emerged near the labour camp where vegetables, meat, cell phone repair shops, Barber shops, bajji, bonda, tea, meat and all is available for them like mini bazaar as in Pudhunagar bazaar. 

Q1: Is that like a Sunday bazaar? 

R1: No no, it is there every day. Till morning up to 8 am t that place will be busy. After that people go to work. Again from evening 5.30 to night 9.30 it will be open and busy. After that it will be closed. 

R1: Bazaars are managed by outside workers or by local people? 

R1: It is mixed with both village people and outside workers too. 

R2: Who owns the land!?

R1: it was place of Buckingham canal and belongs to PWD. see the shops were built on the PWD's lands and one Mudaliyar is there he also build around 10 shops are built. 

R2: Our people only from Kalanji, and our village people. 

Q1: Have you gone inside the labour camp? Can you see how it is? 

A: Yes, I have gone. There are 2 floors for the camp. It is all channel fitting. There are no concrete fittings. Inside is filled with plates on 2 sides. Top is covered using wood. Thick wood which is waterproof. 

There are 4 beds in each room. Beds are bunk type, where one can sleep up and one can sleep down. For 4000 people to bath, around 15 tanks are placed. Tanks are split among each batch. Drinking water is supplied separately. Gas facility is available to cook. In one line, around 60-70 people can cook with gas and burner stove. like that around some ten gas godown like they connect five to ten gas cylinders in one pipe, in that pipe many burners were attached. in one line with 70-80 burners are there. they will cook based on their contract. 

Q1: These 4000 workers are approximately under how many contractors? 

R1: It will be around minimum 150 contractors under L&T. 

Q1: oh! How many workers does each contractor have? 

R1: That varies because some of them have 100 under them, some have 50, some have 70, some keep only 15, some have 35 and so on. Some keep even around 150. 

Q1: Okay, so the contractors bring workers, but everything else regarding stay is provided by L&T? 

R1: Yes, workers are divided based on morning and night shift. All 4000 workers do not stay together. If 1500 take up for night shift, the rest will take up morning shift. So, their time spent in labour camps will be based on rotation. But they cannot exchange rooms. They have to use their own rooms and bath tanks whenever they are in the camp. There are facilities to wash clothes. Every room has TV and Fan. 

Q1: Oh! TV and fan also provided to each room!? 

R1: yeah, for each room they has TV and fan. For eg, if L&T is taking up a foreign work of a ship or oil extraction in sea worth of 5000 crore, white clients will demand and get assurance from the L&T for the proper treatment of labour by the Agreement. For the same, they will come and check everything, including all facilities provided for workers in the rooms, for their comfort and wellbeing. Only when that is ensured, the clients will confirm the Project for a huge sum like seven crores or so. This is only done by western clients, not clients from other countries such as Singapore or so. Now they gave project worth of 7 crores and all, that foreign client checked every room, all rooms were painted newly, That is 7000 crore worth project with that money we can infect buy this whole village and even buy the Pazhaverkadu! 

Q1: So they will provide Projects only after checking all this conditions of labour, right? 

R1: Yes, for instance there are around 15 buses from the labour camps to the construction site and vice versa. They are arranged on a regular basis, according to the shifts. All 4000 workers avail this service and ensure that they reach the site on time for work and back at the camp. 

R2: They are provided all facilities in the best possible manner. 

Q1: Do the workers keep changing in between or is it the same set of workers always? 

R1: For North Indian workers, those who do the work well will continue the job, some may face loss they will left the job, some contractors were get profit, so they will continue their job. 

Q1: AM not asking about the contractors but am asking about the Contract labourers!? Q: So are the workers here for a long time? 

R1: Some of the North Indian workers continue throughout for a year and because if they get enough income they will continue the work. if there is no enough income they will find other contract jobs and left. 

R2: So workers keep changing right? 

R1: Yes, it happens. in the end we have to supply the labours to the company. As far as the company is concerned, the work needs to progress well with ample workers. If workers are less, contractors were  questioned by the company and will be closed their contract because they didn't finished the job within the deadline. Hence contractors ensure that always there are enough workers. 

Q1: How is the relationship between villagers and the workers in the labour camps? 

R1: Until now, there have been no issues from their side for the villagers. In the same way, we also do not ask them anything or get into any trouble with them. There are generally no issues. 

sometimes our people used to make some troubles on them. if that 7000 crore project came , more than 200 to 300 workers will come to this village, stay here for the rent. 

R1: Oh, they pay rent. Okay, so in this area, who owns many houses? 

Q1: If there is extra land, with cement and metal roofing sheet, a small house is constructed and is given for rent on Rupees 1000-2000. 

Q1: In this area, which communities are majorly there? You said Mudaliars and Adi dravidars are there, and Irulars also here, is there any other else? 

R1: In this area, there are many communities. In Anna nagar Reddiars and Irulars they also called Naikers, Malaival makkal, if we call them irulars they will get angry. other SC and ST communities also there. During earlier days, only Mudaliars were given respect. But nowadays people from all communities are mingling with each other.  earlier people used to practice casteism but now there is no difference shown towards workers from Irular or other SC, ST communities. They all talk freely and work together, one guy is working along with me, he used to ask me to take fish from his food in that time i can't avoid it because he will take it as negatively.  

R2: Woman: All communities have become equal nowadays. 

Q1: You said houses are given on rent. To whom they are giving rent or which communities, who has lot of lands? 

R1: As I said, those who have little extra lands are converted to houses. It is given to those who are here and need it. Similarly, in houses where children have gone out for education, they are given on rent for Rs. 3000 or Rs. 4000. For example if i gone out for work to somewhere like Minjur i can rent this home for 3000 to 4000. 

Reddiars and Mudaliars have constructed 10 or 20 rooms for workers with sheet and a fan and they give it on rent for Rs. 3000, beyond these places no one is there like Anna nagar. 

Q1: So Mudaliyars and Reddiyars were just built houses for rent out right!?

R1: Like 10*10 feet room with sheet and a fan for 3000 rent.

Q1: How many persons used to stay in that room!?

R1: There are clever, for 3000 rent they around 6 workers used to live in each of these rooms. They all used to sleep in one line. 

But nowadays owners were very strict about it, only 3 workers are there in each room. There by dividing the rent as Rs. 1000 for each per month. 

Q1: So you mean to say that people who stay on rent in other places, they rented out their houses here, so this rent money can be helpful for them financially right? 

R1: Yes yes, outside they have to pay Rs. 6000 to 70000 and all, but this rental money is helpful to them. 

Q2:  see in a family whose children have left after marriage to other places, are majorly given on rent, so that money comes back to the village itself. 

Q1: so people have to leave from this village right!? 

Q2: yeah, families like who went out to other place, in their houses these people are living. 

Q1: As you said there is no scope for expansion of the village, they can only utilise the existing land area can't expand the village right!?

R1: As per survey who ever got money they marked them and settled the money also.

Q1: What am telling is in any village there would be Village Natham land, that is used by the people for the expansion of the village like if someone married newly they erect a house and live there!

R1: None of the govt can take the Natham land, govt can encroach the revenue lands but they can't encroach the Natham land. Govt don't have any rights over Natham lands. 

Q1: So there is no Natham land in this village right!? 

R1: No this is Village natham porampokke land only. 

Q1: so if you want to develop this area beyond this area, people have to go away from here itself. 

R1: There is no space for people. again and again you want to develop the area means there is no space for it. They laid the boundary. Or  if they have to keep constructing more houses one above the other on available land or by evicting ponds. 

Q1: So you mean that there is no scope for the growth of independent houses? 

R1: No chance in fact. But we can encroach the existing land, here some extra waste land which is here around 30 acre, people of the village have collectively made it ready for common purposes by spending 5 lakhs. but what people thought is someone have to take steps and do things, without their own efforts. That is why this was pending now. Instead of that, if people individually decide to build one hut there and stay with families, then the village will expand. The Government will also help with providing electricity, Roads, gas, water and other facilities only if around 50 families live together in such a manner. without any efforts how things will happen. 

Q2: Woman: For this person who has 2 children, the married child owns a land whereas the unmarried one does not own one and lives on rent. 

Q1: So you mean if we want to expand the village, it is only possible with the extra land right? 

R1: Actually there is land. See if Congress won in the next election then we can save this land, if Modi won again in the Election then this land also will be gone. Now, recently TIDCO was  surveyed beyond the Buckingham canal money has been allotted. TIDCO is under the govt control. But that land is Porampokke so govt didn't taken the land till now but TIDCO surveyed it like this much acre is under porampokke. 

Q1: Okay, so what do you consider to be the future of this village? since from the earlier days to now there are so many things has changed, industrial development has come, As of now there is expansion for the village. But, what do you anticipate about the future of village in your opinion? 

R1: I think first priority is livelihood, only if growth of livelihood will develop the village too. For example, in my household if including me four people are earning, it is our livelihood. from my income we have to save and built the house. If my salary is Rs. 20000, my livelihood growth will be good there and it will lead to growth of the village. So if individuals develop, it will automatically lead to development of village. We can even build one more floor in my house and built one more house here. Not just because of industrial growth leads to development, only if livelihood of people is good then the whole village will develop. As of now, the only issue in the village is water. Other than that, everything else is well.

Ladies earning in all families is a very good aspect. Ladies are employed for good salaries and others get only Rs. 12000 or so. It is because that our ladies are earning well, our families live well. If not, we would have stooped down to difficult ways of life, even worse than our past. With the Rs. 13000 that I alone earn, how can I provide my children with food and education? But if all four are earning living in unity, so we will not face hardships much. In families where children are raised well and behave well, there are fortunes. In families where children are not well behaved, there are problems. 

Q1: Okay, so you mean to say that past livelihood is gone, now people have to depend on only these industries, families can sustain only when both the husband and wife works? 

R1: Yes yes, if I want to build a house, both my children also have to work and earn. Only then it will be possible. 

Q1: Oh, so everyone in the house has to work and earn? 

R1: Yes, see if i was worked in EB and earning Rs. 80000 or Rs. 90000 then there will be no issues, my children can easily go and study. But with Rs. 13000, how can I expect to take care of all members of the family can live decently? 

Q1: So you mean to say that with the earning of one member, the family cannot sustain? 

R1: Yeah, because government does not pay us anything well. We gents earn only Rs. 13,000 a month, ie. Rs. 510 per day. 26 duties in a month for both men and women. No payment for Sundays. With Rs. 13000 I cannot take care of my wife and children, then how can i improve myself  If they also start earning, when we all earn all in the family we can fetch around Rs. 40000 per month and the family can live in a better manner. Without everyone earning, in the past am struggled poverty and caught in dept too. later we gradually developed when we all family members were earned we could get past our previous debts and living well. if only one person earning in the family cannot maintain the family. our children will become deviant one. 

Q1: So a good job for everyone, leads to development of the whole area right? 

R1: Yes, because this is not like a city area. Like how in cities, employed people engage in frauds or so, youngsters here are of not that kind. even a Rowdy came to our area we will chase them out that kind of area it is, At least until now, once they get a good job, they toil and earn and ensure that their family is taken care of. They are aware that they need to take care of the parents, build a house for them and ensure stability. But the only problem is that they didn't learned the job skill well. 

Q1: So since many are not willing to learn the skills for the job, they are not able to succeed like North Indian workers right? 

R1: Yes, we too need to go ahead in life like them right!

Q1: Okay, please explain one contradiction alone. You say our people are skilled to complete 10 hours job in 3 hours whereas North Indian workers work for extensive hours. In spite of that, they turn to be welders and so, in just a year. How is that possible? 

R1: They have a different attitude. For instance if employer ordered to clean small area to me, i will clean the area within several hour, but the north Indian worker will clean it for ten hours little by little so They work for all hours to show that they are working, irrespective of the master being present there or not that is the issue. but our people used to finish the task and left. 

Q1: So, when they become welders, do they get more salary? 

R1: There are different types of welders. Tic welder, TATA welder, Aach welder, Based on their position, they are given the salary. It ranges from Rs. 30,000 , RS. 40.000, RS.70,000, Rs. 80,000. Same is the case of gas cutters. 

Q1: So, who earns more always? Workers from outside? 

R1: Obviously workers from outside, be it gas cutters, welders in total all technicians i can say.  

Q1: Technicians stay in the labour camps? 

R1: Yes, they stay there. The salary of technicians also range from Rs. 25,000 to Rs. 70,000. 

Q1: Any of you have earned something like Rs. 30000? 

R1: No, none of us. 

Women: They are all supervisors. even he earn just 13000 only. They should actually be earning well. 

Q1: For me, for 27 duties, maximum I earn is Rs. 15000. 

Q1: So who is earning maximum in this village? 

R1: This madam is earning the highest. 

Q2: As per State government contract is 30 days. Central government contract is 26 days or so. Actually they have to fight for it but No one has fought or complained till now regarding this. I

R1: f she keeps earning more, there will be fights between us. She will start asking me what salary you are earning. What is your value and all? Why are you taking like this what I am earning and all? 

R2: because of Madam we are earning because of CITU. After we joined in that only we are feeling safe now, otherwise we would have always scared of the management like when they will fire us. 

R1: Sangam or CITU can take this publicly that is govt one but this one is Private company all are including police are their side. Those who is in the ruling govt to them these people bribe them. 

R1: Independent works and contract work will treat us always like servants. But government works and L & T have a lot of funds, and pays much better. 

I will stop with this. Will get back if I have any more queries. Will come and see around the village also one day.

*** Thank you***

